
Australian Vaccination Network Inc. seeks from the Arbiter 
preliminary directions prior to a full response.

Query 2

The Respondent wishes to:
• ascertain the legitimate owner of any trademark infringed and whether the owner is 

the claimant in this action.
• clarify the many usages that seem to be placed on the term “Australian Skeptics” by 

the complainants, and
• clarify which of these usages is being claimed as an infringed trademark.

Question 4 reiterated from Query 1 for ease of reference.

4. An "Agreed Names and Entities" glossary is sought for clarification in arguments 
and precision in language and concepts.

We are unclear of what usage of the term “Australian Skeptics” is being claimed as the 
Trademark being infringed and wish that clarified.

The following uses are some we have identified:
• a contraction of the registered Association names (see below) of NSW Assoc. 

Y0133609 and VIC Assoc. A0026705U.
• a collective noun of individuals, Associations or members of multiple Associations.
• subscribers to the magazine, “the Skeptic”.
• an apparently non-existent “national body” of which all Associations were/are 

Branches.
• “all people in Australia who identify as 'Skeptics'”.
• a recognised Brand within their community, appearing on the front of the magazine 

published by NSW Assoc. Y0133609, events run and materials sold or distributed 
also by NSW Assoc. Y0133609.

A search of the Australian Consolidated Names Index of ASIC (Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission) for the term “Skeptics” yielded:
https://connectonline.asic.gov.au/RegistrySearch/

Name(*indicates former name) Number

SKEPTIC PTY LTD [we believe not a related entity] ACN 119 902 635

CANBERRA SKEPTICS ACT A 02590

AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS INC NSW Y0133609

BORDERLINE SKEPTICS INC VIC A0053141D

HUNTER SKEPTICS INCORPORATED NSW INC9890881
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SKEPTICS (S.A.) INCORPORATED SA A23103

QUEENSLAND SKEPTICS ASSOCIATION INC.  QLD IA16981

SKEPTICS AUSTRALIA (TAS) INC. TAS 03747C

AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS (VICTORIAN BRANCH) INC. VIC A0026705U

THE AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS SCIENCE AND EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION LIMITED

ACN 088 875 772

ACN is Australian Company Number. These entities are registered Federally with ASIC 
and come under the Corporations Act and the Competition and Consumer Act, not the vari-
ous State Associations Incorporation Acts.

These registered names are different from those used on the website, tabulated for read-
ability:

http://www.skeptics.com.au/contact/,:

Australian Skeptics also have very active groups across the country. The 
groups are affiliated but independent.

State Group

New South Wales The NSW group is known as Australian Skeptics, Inc. 
Australian Skeptics, Inc publishes this website and a 
quarterly magazine, The Skeptic.

Victoria Victorian Skeptics

Victoria (Borderline) Borderline Skeptics

South Australia South Australian Skeptics

Tasmania Tasmanian Skeptics

Canberra Canberra Skeptics

Hunter Valley Region Hunter Valley Skeptics 

Queensland Queensland Skeptics

Queensland (Gold Coast) Gold Coast Skeptics

Western Australia Western Australian Skeptics

For an organisation whose mission is to examine everything completely and in the finest 
detail, the inclusion of just one full and correct registered name must have significance.

AVN Domain-name Dispute, Preliminary Request 2 Page  2 of 5

http://www.skeptics.com.au/contact/


There is a small, significant, typographical feature here in the name given for NSW Assoc. 
Y0133609: “Australian Skeptics, Inc”.  The form is repeated and cannot be accidental.

A comma, not part of the registered name, is included before the “Inc”.

An Ordinary Reasonable Reader, would take this as meaning the term “Australian Skep-
tics”, as appearing on the magazine cover and throughout website, was equivalent to the 
claimed Association name “Australian Skeptics, Inc”.

5: We seek clarification from the Complainants of the terms used on various pages 
of the website as they appear inconsistent, even contradictory at times.

In 2011 there were only 16 (sixteen) members of NSW Assoc. Y0133609 claimed in its offi-
cially filed return.  Lying on government returns is a criminal offense.

If all the “Skeptic” Associations are independent, we are confused as to whom the “4000 
members” claimed of “Australian Skeptics” might be.

A copy of the 2011 return is at:
https://docs.google.com/open?id=0B1GLdfqdwpNQQ3c4aGRpNnZweTA

Term: national committee (only mentioned this once on the sites’ public pages)
Term: Australian Skeptics
http://www.skeptics.com.au/about/our-aims/

The following aims were drafted in 1989 at a national committee meeting... 

The aims of Australian Skeptics are: ...

Term: Australian Skeptics
← Note:  The magazine is published by NSW Assoc. Y0133609, correctly identified in-

side.
http://www.skeptics.com.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/theskeptic/2012/3_Cover.pdf

Magazine Cover. Bottom line, adjacent to URL, www.skeptics.com.au

Term: Australian Skeptics:
http://www.skeptics.com.au/about/how-to-join/
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To join Australian Skeptics, subscribe to our quarterly magazine the Skeptic or 
contact one of the many active Skeptics groups and activities around the 
country.

Term: Australian Skeptics
http://www.skeptics.com.au/about/

About Us

Seeking the Truth – Assessing the Evidence

Skepticism is a dynamic attitude to the world around us.
It is not a dogmatic approach restricted by “accepted wisdom”, but a serious 

and sincere appraisal of claims of how the world works.

In the case of Australian Skeptics, that appraisal concerns claims of the 
paranormal and pseudoscience – claims that often seem to contradict 
how we understand the way the world around us works and apparently 
conflict with established scientific knowledge.

Term: Australian Skeptics (multiple uses, numbered)
Note:  In (e), the magazine, The Skeptic, is published by NSW Assoc. Y0133609.  
That usage conflicts with usage (a).

Term: Skeptics groups
Term: members (is this ‘member’ under the Associations Incorporation Act? Which body?)
Term: subscriptions (i.e. to what? just the Magazine or more/other items?)
Term: The Skeptics
http://www.skeptics.com.au/about/us/

Who We Are

Australian Skeptics (a) is a loose confederation of groups across Australia that 
investigate paranormal and pseudo-scientific claims from a responsible sci-
entific viewpoint. ...

There are Skeptics groups across Australia. See the contact page for more in-
formation. The Australian Skeptics (b)are supported by donations and sub-
scriptions from more than 4000 members, consisting of people drawn from a 
vast variety of age groups, cultures and professions.

Many state and regional groups of the Australian Skeptics (c) have their own 
local newsletters and often have dinner and chat evenings with guest speak-
ers, quiz nights and other recreational activities. ...

AVN Domain-name Dispute, Preliminary Request 2 Page  4 of 5

http://www.skeptics.com.au/about/
http://www.skeptics.com.au/about/


If you’re interested in joining the Australian Skeptics (d) or just contacting us 
for any reason, please see our How To Join page or the contact page.

The Australian Skeptics (e) publish a quarterly magazine named the Skeptic.

The Skeptics host an annual national convention which includes prominent 
scientists, researchers and authors amongst the keynote speakers

Term: Australian Skeptics
http://www.skeptics.com.au/contact/

Contact

Our digital presence is extensive. In addition to this website, you can hear our 
voices on the Skeptic Zone podcast, follow us on Twitter and Facebook, and 
find out where we meet on Meetup. And of course, you can read our 
magazine, the Skeptic, either on paper or as an email-delivered PDF file.

Australian Skeptics also have very active groups across the country.
The groups are affiliated but independent.
Contact details for each group are provided in this page.
With any comments about this web site, please contact the webmaster.

Term: Australian Skeptics
http://www.skeptics.com.au/contact/wa/

Our website includes an illustrated history, key features of Australian Skeptics, 
details of WA Skeptics Awards, descriptions of skeptic books and websites, a 
crash course in critical thinking, and dozens of easy-to-read investigations of 
paranormal claims from Australia and around the world. ...
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