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COMPLAINT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE UNIFORM DOMAIN NAME DISPUTE RESOLUTION POLICY 

 

 

[1.] This Complaint is hereby submitted for decision in accordance with the Uniform Domain 

Name Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP), adopted by the Internet Corporation for Assigned 

Names and Numbers (ICANN) on August 26, 1999 and approved by ICANN on October 24, 

1999, and the Rules for Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP Rules), with 

an effective date of March 1, 2010, and the National Arbitration Forum (FORUM) Supplemental 

Rules (Supp. Rules). UDRP Rule 3(b)(i). 

 

[2.] COMPLAINANT INFORMATION   

 

 [a.] Name: Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc 



 [b.] Address: PO Box 5166 

   Melbourne, 

   Victoria 3001 

   Australia  

 [c.] Telephone: 1800 – 666-996 

 [d.] Fax: - 

 [e.] E-Mail: vic@skeptics.com.au 

 

 [a.] Name: Australian Skeptics Inc 

 [b.] Address: PO Box 20 

   Beecroft 

   NSW 2119 

   Australia 

 [c.] Telephone: 02 8094 1894       

 [d.] Fax: 02 8088 4735 

 [e.] E-Mail: nsw@skeptics.com.au 

 

 

[3.]  COMPLAINANT AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE, IF ANY 

 

 UDRP Rule 3(b)(ii). 

 

Complainant’s preferred contact person for correspondence relating to this case: 

 

 [a.] Contact Name:  Chris Guest 

 [b.] Contact Emails:  chris_guest@netspace.net.au 

 

 

The Complainant chooses to have this dispute heard before a single-member administrative 

panel. ICANN Rule 3(b)(iv). 

 

 

[4.] RESPONDENT INFORMATION 

 

[a.] Name:  Australian Vaccination Network 

[b.] Address: PO Box 177 

  BANGALOW, 

  New South Wales 2479 

  Australia 

[c.] Telephone: +61266871699 

[d.] Fax: +61266872032 

[e.] E-Mail: meryl@avn.org.au 

    

 

[5.]  RESPONDENT AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE, IF KNOWN 

 



 [a.] Name: Meryl  Dorey 

[b.] Address: PO Box 177 

  BANGALOW, 

  New South Wales 2479 

  Australia 

[c.] Telephone: +61266871699 

[d.] Fax: +61266872032 

 [e.] E-Mail: meryl@avn.org.au 

 

 

[6.] DISPUTED DOMAIN NAME(S) 

 

[a.] The following domain names are the subject of this Complaint: ICANN Rule 

3(b)(vi). 

 

    australiansceptics.com 

    australiansceptics.org 

    australiansceptics.net 

    australiansceptics.info 

    realaustraliansceptics.com 

 

 

[b.] Registrar Information: UDRP Rule 3(b)(vii). 

 

[i.]   Registrar’s Name: GoDaddy.com, LLC 

[ii.]  Registrar Address: 14455 North Hayden Road # 219 

                                 Scottsdale, AZ 85260, United States 

 

[iii.]  Telephone Number: +1 480-505-8877 

[iv.]  E-Mail Address: legal@godaddy.com 

 

[c.] Trademark/Service Mark Information: ICANN Rule 3(b)(viii). 

 

"AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS" is a common law mark that can be continually associated 

with goods and services provided by the complainants Australian Skeptics Inc and 

Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc. 

 

Australian Skeptics were founded in 1981. State organisations became incorporated in 

NSW in 1986 as Australian Skeptics Inc and in Victoria in 1993 as Australian Skeptics 

(Victorian Branch) Inc. 

 

Annex 1 details goods and services that have used the AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS mark. 

 

 



[7.] FACTUAL AND LEGAL GROUNDS 

 

This Complaint is based on the following factual and legal grounds: UDRP Rule 3(b)(ix).   
 

[a.] The domain names are identical or confusingly similar to a trademark or service 

mark in which the Complainants have rights. UDRP Rule 3(b)(ix)(1); UDRP 

Policy ¶ 4(a)(i). 

 

 When the Australian Skeptics were founded in 1981, the American English 

variant, ‘skeptic’, was used rather the British English, ‘sceptic’. This was 

primarily because of the organisation's close relationship to the American 

skeptical movement. It is more common in Australia to use the British English 

‘sceptic’, and a significant proportion of people unfamiliar with the spelling of 

AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS use the term ‘australian sceptics’ in search engines 

when trying to find information pertaining to Australian Skeptics Inc and 

Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc. Details of actual search engine 

queries that took visitors to the www.skeptics.com.au website are listed in Annex 

2. 

 

Similarly prospective visitors might consider that australiansceptics.com (or for 

that matter australiansceptics.org, australiansceptics.net, australiansceptics.info or 

realaustraliansceptics.com) is the appropriate domain name for a website run by 

Australian Skeptics Inc or Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc. At present 

the five domains in contention point to a WordPress blog called "The Real 

Australian Sceptics". The complainants are concerned that the content of this blog 

will be misconstrued by members of the public as being a website of the 

complainants. 

 

 

[b.] The Respondent (domain-name holder) should be considered as having no rights 

or legitimate interests in respect of the domain names that are the subject of the 

complaint. UDRP Rule 3(b)(ix)(2); UDRP Policy ¶ 4(a)(ii). 

 

 The Panel may consider any relevant aspects included in, but not limited to 

UDRP Policy ¶ 4(c): 

 

 (i.) Whether, before any notice to the Respondent of the dispute, Respondent’s 

use of, or demonstrable preparations to use, the domain name or a name 

corresponding to the domain name is in connection with a bona fide offering of 

goods or services; or 

 

 According to their website the Australia Vaccination Network was formed for the 

purpose of: 

 providing medically-reference information (sic) on vaccine safety and 

effectiveness; 

 lobbying to ensure that vaccinations are never made compulsory for 



Australian children; and 

 supporting those who have chosen not to vaccinate or to vaccinate 

selectively. 

 

In practice whilst purporting to offer consumers information to facilitate making 

an informed choice, material provided by the AVN has been deemed 

“misleading” and “anti-vaccination” by Australian health authorities. This non-

evidence based nature of the AVN operation has attracted commentary and 

intellectual criticism from scientific skeptics globally. Regrettably the AVN has 

judged this response as an attack. 

 

The respondent has continually and publicly denied evidence based findings in 

vaccine research that are vital to community health. It may be argued that over the 

last decade the respondent has been in conflict with the Australian Skeptics who 

have highlighted: 

 the vaccine misinformation that is disseminated by the Australian 

Vaccination Network. 

 disingenuous claims by the AVN not to be an anti-vaccination lobby 

group. 

 possible breaches by the Australian Vaccination Network of state and 

federal regulations. 

 

(ii.) Whether Respondent (as an individual, business, or other organization) 

has been commonly known by the domain name, even if Respondent has not 

acquired trademark or service mark rights; or 

 

 The respondent, the Australian Vaccination Network (formerly known as 

Vaccination Awareness Network), has never been known as Australian Sceptics. 

Rather, as stated above the respondent is in an adversarial relationship with 

complainants who use the mark AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS. 

 

 (iii.) Whether Respondent is making a legitimate noncommercial or fair use of 

the domain name, without intent for commercial gain to misleadingly divert 

consumers or to tarnish the trademark or service mark at issue. 

 

 The Australian Skeptics have subjected the activities of the AVN to scrutiny and 

criticism and the AVN has made a lot of assertions about conspiracies involving 

the Australian Skeptics. 

 

 With this climate of hostility and belligerence between the AVN and the 

complainants it is difficult to imagine that the AVN would register an 

“australiansceptics” domain without the intent of diverting consumers or 

tarnishing the mark AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS. 

 

In general it is the charter of genuine skeptical organisations such as Australian 

Skeptics, Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc and the Committee for 



Skeptical Inquiry to promote science, rationality and critical thinking. These kinds 

of skeptical organisations are diametrically opposed to the think tanks, lobby 

groups and conspiracy theorists that refuse to accept the overwhelming evidence 

of: 

 The relative safety and efficacy of vaccination, 

 A causal link between HIV and AIDS, 

 The rapid reduction in mortality brought on by modern evidence based 

medicine. 

 

The broader skeptic movement is more likely to term this kind of selective and 

irrational doubt ‘denialism’ rather than ‘skepticism’ and considers it an affront to 

be associated with it. Yet these forms of denialism are the core interests of the 

AVN. These kinds of denialism are promoted on the WordPress blog that greets 

visitors to the five named domains. 

 

Under Section 41 of the Australian Associated Incorporation Act 2009 the 

Australian Vaccination Network Inc. is obliged to clearly state the site is under its 

auspices. This was raised with the NSW Office of Fair Trading. On June 1st 2012 

a Legal Officer from the Division of Compliance and Enforcement (Registry of 

Co-operatives and Associations) confirmed the AVN Inc. had been officially 

notified of this obligation. To date the AVN not fulfilled this obligation.  

 

 Aside from a human concern at the health ramifications of anyone taking this kind 

of material seriously, the complainants are concerned that they will be identified 

as the creators of the content of the blog hosted under these five domains. 

 

 

 

 

[c.] The domain names should be considered as having been registered and being 

used in bad faith. UDRP Rule 3(b)(ix)(3); UDRP Policy ¶ 4(a)(iii). 

 

 (i.) Whether there are circumstances indicating that Respondent has 

registered or has acquired the domain name primarily for the purpose of selling, 

renting, or otherwise transferring the domain name registration to the 

Complainant who is the owner of the trademark or service mark or to a 

competitor of that Complainant, for valuable consideration in excess of 

Respondent’s documented out-of-pocket costs directly related to the domain 

name; or  

 

The complainants have not received any offers to purchase or rent these domains 

from the AVN so we cannot infer a pecuniary motive. 

  

 (ii.) Whether Respondent has registered the domain name in order to prevent 

the owner of the trademark or service mark from reflecting the mark in a 

corresponding domain name, provided that Respondent has engaged in a pattern 



of such conduct; or 

 

Given that these domains names involve misspellings of the AUSTRALIAN 

SKEPTICS mark, the complainants had no initial intention of registering these 

domains, until the seriousness of this issue arose. 

 

 (iii.) Whether Respondent has registered the domain name primarily for the 

purpose of disrupting the business of a competitor; or 

 

 (iv.) Whether by using the domain name, Respondent has intentionally 

attempted to attract, for commercial gain, Internet users to Respondent’s web site 

or other on-line location, by creating a likelihood of confusion with the 

Complainant’s mark as to the source, sponsorship, affiliation, or endorsement of 

Respondent’s web site or location or of a product or service on Respondent’s web 

site or location. 

 

(iii), (iv) The complainants are deeply concerned that the AVN has registered 

these domains to disrupt the activities of its adversaries the complainants, 

Australian Skeptics Inc and Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc. 

  

The following points are most telling of the motivations of the AVN in registering 

the domains australiansceptics.com, australiansceptics.org, australiansceptics.net, 

australiansceptics.info and realaustraliansceptics.com: 

 

o Many web users who are unacquainted with the spelling of “Australian 

Skeptics”, will visit search engines to find "Australian Sceptics" or will put 

"australiansceptics.com" in a browser’s location bar. 

 

o The use of these domain names by the AVN is inevitably causing web users 

seeking information on our organisations to be misleadingly diverted to a site 

run by an organisation with diametrically opposed aims. 

 

o Since the AVN have started to deceptively use these “australiansceptic” URLs 

for their blog the complainants have noticed a marked decrease in the 

frequency of the search terms containing the spelling 'sceptic' on the website 

www.skeptics.com.au.  In August 2011, ‘sceptic’ searches accounted for 

11.4% of searches, while in September 2012 searches for ‘sceptic’ accounted 

for 2.8% of search terms. The ratio of searches for ‘sceptic’ to ‘skeptic’ 

reduced from 1:2.62 to 1:3.42 during this period. The complainants are 

concerned that this reflects that a significant number of web visitors are being 

misdirected to the AVN’s spurious domains. [Annex 2] 

 

o The AVN is misleading visitors to the australiansceptics.com WordPress site 

by not explicitly stating that it is controlled and maintained by the Australian 

Vaccination Network. 

 



The complainants are deeply concerned that emails and other private 

communication intended for them may be sent to the AVN instead if members of 

the public visits any of these five websites, misconstrue them as sites belonging to 

the complainants and  mistakenly engage in communication with the sites's 

administrators. 

 

These activities satisfy the criteria for evidence of registration and use in Bad 

Faith (UDRP policy 4b iii) as the AVN's actions disrupt the business of the 

complainants by using a domain name that is confusingly similar to the 

AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS mark. 

 

As can be seen by the list of involvement in our community and public activities 

detailed in Annex 1, the complainants have slowly built good relations with 

schools, museums, governments and the Australian community in general over a 

thirty year period. On the other hand the AVN has attracted the disapproval of 

public health organisations and government bodies. 

 

In 1998, the Federal Health Minister, Dr Michael Wooldridge, issued a statement 

saying, “I am deeply concerned that media organisations risk giving credibility to 

the crackpot views of the AVN by publishing, without question, their untrue and 

deceitful claims. Ultimately, young children who are particularly vulnerable to 

measles could suffer if their parents were influenced by the anti-science, irrational 

views of the AVN.” 

 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/health-archive-

mediarel-1998-mw21298.htm  

 

In September 2012, the AVN were criticised by the New South Wales Minister 

for Health, Jillian Skinner, for not providing “accurate information to parents 

about the risks and benefits of immunization”. 

http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/la/qala.nsf/c1e52c2011c46013ca2574a20

081ab75/9b7c1825497e4683ca257a610082b73e 

 

The complainants are concerned that the use of these contested domains will 

amount to an instance of the AVN ‘passing off’ itself as Australian Skeptics and 

will damage the goodwill that the complainants have been at pains to establish.  

 

 

[8.] REMEDY SOUGHT  

 

The Complainant requests that the Panel issue a decision that the domain-name registration be 

transferred to Australian Skeptics Inc. 

 

[9.] OTHER LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

The complainants have not been involved in any other legal proceedings in relation to the 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/health-archive-mediarel-1998-mw21298.htm
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/health-archive-mediarel-1998-mw21298.htm
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/la/qala.nsf/c1e52c2011c46013ca2574a20081ab75/9b7c1825497e4683ca257a610082b73e
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/la/qala.nsf/c1e52c2011c46013ca2574a20081ab75/9b7c1825497e4683ca257a610082b73e


domain names in contention. UDRP Rule 3(b)(xi). 

 

[10.] COMPLAINT TRANSMISSION 

 

The Complainant asserts that a copy of this Complaint, together with the cover sheet as 

prescribed by FORUM’s Supplemental Rules, has been sent or transmitted to the Respondent 

(domain-name holder), in accordance with UDRP Rule 2(b) and to the Registrar(s) of the domain 

name(s), in accordance with FORUM Supp. Rule 4(e).  UDRP Rule 3(b)(xii); FORUM Supp. 

Rule 4(c). 

 



[11.] MUTUAL JURISDICTION 

 

The Complainants will submit, with respect to any challenges to a decision in the administrative 

proceeding canceling or transferring the domain name, where the Respondent is located, as 

shown by the address given for the domain name holder in the Whois Database at the time of the 

submission of the Complaint to FORUM.  UDRP Rule 3(b)(xiii). 

 

 

[12.] CERTIFICATION 

 

Complainant agrees that its claims and remedies concerning the registration of the domain name, 

the dispute, or the dispute’s resolution shall be solely against the domain-name holder and 

waives all such claims and remedies against (a) the National Arbitration Forum and panelists, 

except in the case of deliberate wrongdoing, (b) the registrar, (c) the registry administrator, and 

(d) the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, as well as their directors, 

officers, employees, and agents. 

 

Complainant certifies that the information contained in this Complaint is to the best of 

Complaint's knowledge complete and accurate, that this Complaint is not being presented for any 

improper purpose, such as to harass, and that the assertions in this Complaint are warranted 

under these Rules and under applicable law, as it now exists or as it may be extended by a good-

faith and reasonable argument.  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
 [Signature] 

 

Chris Guest           

 [Name] 

 

7
th

  December 2012 

[Date] 

 

 



 

 SCHEDULE OF SUPPORTING EVIDENCE 

Annex 1 Evidence of extensive use of the AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS 
Annex 2 Search terms at www.skeptics.com.au 
 

 

ANNEX 1: Evidence of extensive use of the AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS mark on goods and 

services provided by Australian Skeptics Inc and Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) 

Inc 

 

 

The AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS mark has been used Australian Skeptics Inc and 

Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc to denote the goods and services: 

 

 A magazine called "The Skeptic" has been published since 1981 under the imprint 

of “AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS”.

http://www.skeptics.com.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/theskeptic/2012/3_Cover.pdf 

http://www.skeptics.com.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/theskeptic/vol1no1.pdf 

 

 

http://www.skeptics.com.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/theskeptic/2012/3_Cover.pdf
http://www.skeptics.com.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/theskeptic/vol1no1.pdf


 A national convention of the Australian Skeptics held since 1985. 

 
 

 
http://www.skeptics.com.au/latest/news/2012-skeptics-convention-tickets-now-on-sale/ 

http://vicskeptics.wordpress.com/events/ascon2012/ 

http://www.skeptics.com.au/latest/news/2012-skeptics-convention-tickets-now-on-sale/
http://vicskeptics.wordpress.com/events/ascon2012/


 

Public Events 

http://www.meetup.com/AustSkeptics/events/66267642/ 

http://www.re-science.org.au/science-event/australian-skeptics-2945 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/scienceworks/whatson/event/?event=562902 

 

Sponsorship of and participation in community events: 

http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/sponsor2.html 

http://www.abc.net.au/science/news/eureka/finalists/finalists8.htm 

 

 Since 1996, Australian Skeptics (Victorian Branch) Inc and Australian Skeptics 

Inc have maintained a website for the organisations that collectively use the 

AUSTRALIAN SKEPTICS mark. 

http://web.archive.org/web/19970111032321/http://www.skeptics.com.au/ 

Books, CDs and DVDs 

 
 

http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:"Australian Skeptics" 

http://vicskeptics.wordpress.com/for-sale/stuff-for-teachers-education-resources/ 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/10203441?versionId=11866096 

 

 Other merchandise including mugs, pens, magnets and badges. 

http://www.meetup.com/AustSkeptics/events/66267642/
http://www.re-science.org.au/science-event/australian-skeptics-2945
http://museumvictoria.com.au/scienceworks/whatson/event/?event=562902
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/sponsor2.html
http://www.abc.net.au/science/news/eureka/finalists/finalists8.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/19970111032321/http:/www.skeptics.com.au/
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Search/Home?lookfor=author:%22Australian%20Skeptics%22
http://vicskeptics.wordpress.com/for-sale/stuff-for-teachers-education-resources/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/10203441?versionId=11866096


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNEX 2: Seach terms at www.skeptics.com.au  

 

These tables contain log entries of search terms that lead www users to the www.skeptics.com.au 

site. Note that there is an absolute decrease in the number of users searching for ‘australian 

sceptics’ who visit the site between the figures for August 2011 and for September 2012. An 

analysis of this data is given in section 7(iii) a. 

 

 

 

August 20111 Qty Perc 

australian skeptics 131 14.20% 

liver cleansing diet 81 8.80% 

australian sceptics 50 5.40% 

sandra cabot 40 4.30% 

skeptics 37 4.00% 

cold reading 36 3.90% 

skeptic 34 3.60% 

skeptics australia 29 3.10% 

climate change skeptics 20 2.10% 

dr sandra cabot 16 1.70% 

australia sceptics 14 1.50% 

liver 13 1.40% 

power balance test 13 1.40% 

liver cleansing 12 1.30% 

australian sceptic society 12 1.30% 

sceptic 9 0.90% 

sceptics society 8 0.80% 

skeptics society 7 0.70% 

skeptic society 6 0.60% 

how to cold read 5 0.50% 

skeptic australia 5 0.50% 

power balance tests 5 0.50% 

www.skeptics.com.au 5 0.50% 

australian skeptic 5 0.50% 

climate change sceptics australia 5 0.50% 

sceptics 5 0.50% 

the liver cleansing diet sandra cabot 5 0.50% 

climate change sceptics 5 0.50% 

powerbalance 5 0.50% 

climate change skeptic australia 4 0.40% 

liver diet 4 0.40% 

September 2012-11 Qty Perc 

liver cleansing diet 389 10.70% 

sandra cabot 246 6.70% 

australian skeptics 190 5.20% 

cold reading 119 3.20% 

skeptics 68 1.80% 

dr sandra cabot 66 1.80% 

liver cleansing 44 1.20% 

shuzi 44 1.20% 

sceptics 42 1.10% 

liver cleanse 41 1.10% 

the liver cleansing diet 38 1.00% 

skeptic 33 0.90% 

liver cleanse diet 29 0.80% 

skeptics australia 27 0.70% 

www.sandracabot.com 24 0.60% 

australian sceptics 23 0.60% 

power balance test 20 0.50% 

australian sceptics society 20 0.50% 

australian skeptics national convention 19 0.50% 

australian skeptics society 18 0.40% 

sandracabot.com 18 0.40% 

dr. sandra cabot 14 0.30% 

bent spoon award 13 0.30% 

how to cold read 12 0.30% 

www.skeptics.com.au 11 0.30% 

sceptics australia 11 0.30% 

sceptics society 11 0.30% 

liver cleansing diet sandra cabot 10 0.20% 

sandra cabot liver cleansing diet 10 0.20% 

shuzi australia 10 0.20% 

http://www.skeptics.com.au/

